
Lesson 9 The Prophet Jeremiah and Protection 

 

Biblical Text: Jeremiah 1:4-12 

 

Introduction 

Safety is a major topic of our 21st century world. The advent of terrorism within our nation’s borders 

has prompted the formation of a new division of government entitled - Homeland Security. More is 

being spent on border-control than in any other time in our history. And the CIA has made great 

strides, righting the wrongs of 9/11, bringing justice to those who would harm Americans, and keeping 

an ear to the ground for indications of future attacks. This is the kind of world we now live in. 

 

And such was the world of Jeremiah, the Prophet. Though he had no CIA, no Office of Homeland 

Security, and no army on which to rely, Jeremiah lived at a time when godless men sought to kill him 

and silence his message. 

 

The Man 

Jeremiah, often called the “weeping prophet” because of his persistent message of God’s judgment, 

prophesied to the nation of Judah from the reign of King Josiah in 627 B.C. to the destruction of 

Jerusalem in 586. Jeremiah’s task as a prophet was to declare the coming judgment of God. But his 

message was always tempered with God’s concern for repentance and righteousness.  

 

God’s call of Jeremiah as a prophet contained a message designed to motivate him for his task. God 

revealed that His selection of Jeremiah as a prophet had occurred before he had even been formed… 

in the womb. The word ‘knew’ means far more than intellectual knowledge. It was used of the intimate 

relations experienced by a husband and wife (Genesis 4:1) and conveyed the sense of a close 

personal relationship (Amos 3:2) and protection (Psalm 1:6). Before Jeremiah was conceived God 

had singled him out to be His spokesman to Israel.  

 

 

Discussion: Jeremiah’s task as a prophet was to declare the coming judgment of God. What do you 

feel God has called you to do? 

________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________ 



The Call 

 

Jeremiah responded to God’s call with a measure of self-doubt. He first objected that he did not know 

how to speak. Jeremiah was not claiming that he was physically unable to talk. He was claiming a 

lack of eloquence and speaking ability required for such a public ministry. You will remember that 

Moses, too, claimed his inadequacy as a spokesman. 

 

Jeremiah also objected that he was only a child. This word was used of infants (Ex. 2:6; 1 Sam. 4:21) 

and of young men (Gen. 14:24). Jeremiah’s age is not given, but rather than citing his age, he was 

probably emphasizing his lack of experience. He felt ill prepared to be God’s ambassador to the 

nations.  

 

Question: We know that God has a history of using the unusable. What have you achieved for the 

Lord that you never thought you were capable of? 

________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________  

 

God responded to Jeremiah’s objections with three answers. First, He stressed the authority under 

which Jeremiah was to act. Jeremiah should not use inexperience as an excuse for evading his 

task. He would have no choice in the selection of his audience or his message. Rather, he was to go 

to everyone to whom God sent him and say whatever God commanded. Jeremiah did not have to be 

an eloquent elder statesman—he was simply to be a faithful messenger.  

 

Second, God stressed that He would protect the future prophet. Evidently Jeremiah was afraid 

for his personal safety. Certainly his fears were based on his awareness of the times because the 

people did repeatedly try to get rid of him. Yet God told Jeremiah not to be afraid of them, because 

He would be on his side. The people would try to kill Jeremiah, but God promised to rescue him.  

 

And third, God showed Jeremiah the source of his message. The LORD reached out His hand to 

touch Jeremiah’s mouth. This visible manifestation was God’s object lesson to show Jeremiah that 

the Lord Himself would put His words in Jeremiah’s mouth. Jeremiah need not worry what to say; 

God would provide the very words he would speak.  



Question: Has there ever been a time in your Christian walk when God challenged you to act 

courageously, and to trust HIM for the outcome? 

________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

The Heavenly Meaning 

God then summarized the content of Jeremiah’s message (Jer. 1:10). It would be a message of both 

judgment and blessing to nations and kingdoms. God used two metaphors to describe Jeremiah’s 

mission. Comparing Jeremiah to a farmer, God said he would uproot (announce judgment) and… 

plant (announce blessing). Comparing Jeremiah to an architect, God said he would tear down… 

destroy, and overthrow (pronounce judgment) and build (pronounce blessing). 

 

When God asked Jeremiah what he did see, Jeremiah responded, “I see a rod of an almond tree.” 

The almond tree is the first to flower and bring forth fruit. The almond tree blossoms in January when 

other trees are locked up in their winter’s repose; it bears fruit in March, just at the commencement of 

spring, when other trees only begin to bud. God used the almond tree as a symbol of the promptness 

with which God was about to fulfill his promises and threatening. The “rod” of an almond tree signifies 

an instrument of punishment, the punishment, which the prophet was about to announce.  

 

Question: The Bible often uses words with hidden meanings (the foolish and weak things of the 

world) to “confound the wise” (1 Cor. 1:27). Why was it important for Jeremiah to understand the 

symbolism in God’s vision? 

________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________ 

The Safety Net 

Jeremiah would have been fearful to carry this powerful message to the people of Judah, had God 

not promised to protect him. In verse 8, it is recorded that God told Jeremiah, “Be not afraid of their 

faces: for I am with thee to deliver thee, saith the Lord.” In the volatile climate that Jeremiah lived, 

those words were a great source of comfort.  

 

God offers us the same protection that was afforded Jeremiah. When we carry the message of the 

Gospel of Jesus Christ into the world, we need not be afraid of rejection or even persecution, for the 

Lord will ‘cover’ us.  



Question: Sight those things that make men fearful of their evangelistic responsibility. 

________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Conclusion 

The story is told of a family of freed black slaves threatened by the approaching Confederate army. 

They huddled in their small cabin just north of the Mason-Dixon line on this cool spring evening and 

prayed, “God, be a wall of fire around us!” When the father had finished committing his family to 

God’s heavenly care, they all lay down to sleep, comforted by the knowledge that they would sleep in 

safety. 

 

When the morning came, a faint glow of light filtered into the cabin. The family quietly stole to the 

windows, but could barely see the farm outside; for while they slept, the Hand whose protection they 

petitioned had draped their world in a wintry white blanket of snow, rendering them undetectable to 

their foes who had passed by.  

 

God will protect His own! As He protected His prophets, He will surely protect those bold witnesses 

today who commit their lives into His keeping.  
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