
Lesson 8 The Prophet Isaiah and Repentance 

 

Biblical Text: Isaiah 6:1-8 

Introduction  

 

Repentance is the act of being remorseful or penitent for our sinful nature, and seeking atonement for 

our soul. Many men never accept the free gift of salvation because they do not view themselves as 

sinners in need of repentance. The door to salvation for our soul remains locked until we open it with 

a repentant heart. 

 

Many good men have died without making preparation for their soul. Goodness, kindness, and 

decency, do not unlock the door to salvation. Confession is the only key that fits the lock – the full 

confession that we are sinners in need of salvation. 

 

Isaiah was a good man. But God needed a man who was more than good. He needed a man who 

had the capacity to understand the great prophecies that would be foretold to the nation of Israel. This 

man would have to comprehend the depth of man’s sin, so that he could effectively preach to a dying 

humanity. God created in Isaiah such a man. 

 

The Setting 

Israel was now living within the shadow of the decline of the Assyrian Empire. The people had 

become “deaf and blind” (6:10) to God’s plan for His chosen people. They would not listen to the 

warnings of impending disaster from the prophets. So God sent Isaiah. 

 

The Prophet Isaiah prophesied about 760–700 B.C., A PERIOD OF ABOUT 60 YEARS. It is not clear 

whether his ministry was launched sometime within a year of the death of King Uzziah, or several 

years prior, but Isaiah’s powerful message gained a new perspective “in the year that king Uzziah 

died”.  

 

Isaiah warned the nation of Judah that the sins of the people would bring God’s judgment upon them. 

He was the deliverer of our most cherished prophecies, who spoke of a “servant, a man of sorrows, 

one who would be wounded for our transgressions, and a servant who would faithfully accomplish 

God’s purpose of salvation” (52:13–53:12). But in order for Isaiah to understand the power in that 

prophecy, God had to bring him to the place of absolute spiritual awareness. 

Question: How does God communicate with us? 



________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

The Sinner 

 

Isaiah, seeing the sinful condition of the nation (chaps. 1-5), set himself apart from the nation of 

Judah. Being a man of faith, he would not participate in the people’s practices of idolatry. He knew 

that God was displeased with Judah, and Isaiah did not want to suffer through God’s punishment with 

them. But “in the year that king Uzziah died”, Isaiah experienced a change of heart. It was such a 

radical change of heart that it altered his way of thinking toward his people.  

 

Isaiah had a temple experience unlike any other. Unlike Uzziah, who was forbidden to enter the 

temple because he had been struck with leprosy and was ceremonially unclean, Isaiah was able to 

commune with the Lord in the holy temple. On this particular temple visit recorded in scripture, Isaiah 

“saw the Lord”. 

 

During this wake-up call, there were three things that struck Isaiah about God:  

• God was seated on a throne 

• He was high and exalted 

• The train of His robe filled the temple 

 In the most holy place of the temple in Jerusalem, God’s glory had been evident between the 

cherubim on the atonement cover over the Ark of the Covenant. Some Israelites may have 

erroneously drawn the conclusion that God was fairly small; even though Solomon, in his dedicatory 

prayer for the new temple, had stated that no temple could contain God and that in fact even the 

heavens could not contain Him (1 Kings 8:27).  

 

But Isaiah saw no small God this day. Isaiah did not see God on the Ark of the Covenant, but on a 

throne. It was the same vision that Ezekiel would have almost 150 years later. Ezekiel envisioned 

God being borne along on a great chariot throne by living creatures called cherubim (Ezek. 1). To 

Isaiah, the throne emphasized that the Lord is indeed the true King of Israel.  

 

 

God’s being “high and exalted” symbolized His position before the nation. The people desired God to 



work on their behalf (Isa. 5:19) but Isaiah realized that God was already doing so, as evidenced by 

His lofty position among them. Isaiah viewed the Lord’s long robe as a sign of His royalty and 

majesty. And the fact that God was IN the temple meant that He still wanted the nation to be involved 

in the temple worship. The temple and the temple sacrifices portrayed the righteous dealings of a 

sovereign God with His covenant people.  

 

Isaiah is awestruck by the very presence of God; but when the angels purge his sin with hot coals, 

Isaiah is immediately struck speechless. This prophet who thought of himself as righteous and 

faithful, faces the truth that he is a man of polluted lips, who dwells among a people of polluted lips, 

and that HE TOO is unworthy, either to join the seraphim in singing praises to God, or to be the 

messenger of God to his people. God brought Isaiah to the realization that he too was part of the sin 

problem.  

Question: Isaiah’s perspective and vision of God changed in the year that king Uzziah died. What was 

it that changed the perspective and vision of God in your life? 

________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

The Repentant Prophet 

 

Isaiah’s prophecy took on new meaning for this humble prophet. The message of repentance and 

deliverance that he carried to his people became a message for Isaiah as well. For the first time, he 

could identify with the agony of their separation from God. From this day forward, Isaiah conceals 

nothing and holds nothing back in his prophetic witness, for his reverence for “the holy One of Israel” 

has taken on new meaning.  

 

Question: Isaiah had hot coals applied to his lips, to burn a God consciousness in his heart. What has 

God applied to your life in order for you to see Him better?   

________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

Conclusion 

 



The true repentant sinner does not petition God because he ‘got caught’; nor does he petition God for 

forgiveness out of embarrassment. He must feel a heartfelt remorse over the fact that God has been 

grieved by his sin.  

 

We all need to recognize that our sins are committed against God. Others may be hurt by our actions, 

but when we hold our sin up to the unconditional love and grace of God, as expressed through the 

sacrifice of His Son, we see just how dark our sin really is.  

 

Repentance begins with our confession to God, but it does not stop there. We must take full 

responsibility for our sins. We must not rationalize it by trying to blame others as well. Our sin must be 

exposed without cover-up or explanation. Repentance requires total honesty.  

 

God brought Isaiah to that very point of understanding, that Isaiah might prophecy with a heart for his 

people. And like Isaiah, those of us who have experienced true confession and repentance will 

possess a powerful testimony of God’s love and mercy. 
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