
Lesson 7  The Prophet Elisha and the Mantle 

 

Biblical Text: 2 Kings 2:9-15 

 

Introduction 

 

When your Christian journey this side of heaven is over, who will pick up where you leave off? Will it 

be your children?…your neighbors?…your friends? 

 

We cannot take our responsibility to spread the gospel lightly. Jesus’ final charge to His followers 

was, “Go ye therefore and teach all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father, and of the Son, 

and of the Holy Ghost; teaching them to observe all things whatsoever I have commanded you; and 

Lo, I am with you always, even unto the end of the world.” (Matthew 28:19,20) We have been given 

ALL POWER to teach ALL NATIONS, ALL THINGS, ALWAYS. This is an open-ended charge of 

great magnitude with no completion date until the rapture. God has appointed us ambassadors to 

carry His Word forward through every generation until the second coming of His Son, Jesus Christ.  

 

Who are you training to pick up your mantle for Christ? In our text, we will study the successor of the 

prophet Elijah, as we come to understand the importance of passing on the mantle. 

 

The Successor 

 

Elisha was first called to partner with Elijah on Mount Horeb, where the chief prophet was told that 

Elisha would be his successor. Every great work needs a successor. What good would it have been 

to gain the ground Elijah gained in his battle against King Ahab, if there was no successor to see it 

through to the end? 

God would never leave his Divine work unfinished.  

On his way from Sinai to Damascus, Elijah found Elisha at his native place engaged in the labors of 

farming, plowing with twelve yoke of oxen. He went over to him, threw over his shoulders his mantle, 

and at once adopted him as a son, and invested him with the prophetical office (comp. Luke 9:61-62). 

 

Question: Should a pastor prepare his own pastoral replacement?  

________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________ 



The Training 

 

Elisha met the summons from Elijah, four years before the death of king Ahab, with fervor and 

enthusiasm. Together, these two worked side-by-side for seven or eight years. Elijah knew that his 

task was to impart God’s wisdom to this young man who would follow in his footsteps. During all 

these training years we hear nothing of Elisha except in connection with the closing scenes of Elijah's 

life. When Elijah’s work was completed, the scriptures record that he was taken up into heaven in a 

whirlwind, accompanied by a flaming chariot and horses of fire. It was an exit that deserved attention, 

and it certainly got the attention of Elijah’s protégé…Elisha.  

 

Question: How important is seminary training for those who are called to the gospel ministry? 

________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

The Mantle 

 

Following Elijah’s rapture (for there was no body left behind to signify a common death), the mantle of 

Elijah fell on Elisha. This mantle was the garment of the priesthood. It was the same “little coat” which 

Samuel's mother brought to him from year to year at Shiloh (1 Samuel 2:19), a miniature of the official 

priestly robe. The priestly robe was a sign of nobility, wealth and a special calling.  

 

But the actual story of Elijah’s mantle falling on Elisha is allegorical; the significance of the ‘mantle’ is 

not in its value as a priestly garb, but in its value as a spiritual coat of armor. This was the true mantle 

of value that Elisha requested of Elijah when he said, “Let a double portion of thy spirit be upon me.” 

 

Elisha was accepted as the leader of the sons of the prophets, and became a noted prophet in Israel. 

For the long period of about sixty years (B.C. 892-832), he held the office of “prophet in Israel” (2 

Kings 5:8). After Elijah's departure, Elisha returned to Jericho to begin his prophetic ministry.  

 

Question: What can hinder a congregation from accepting God’s chosen leader for a vacant pulpit? 

________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 



The Ministry 

The ministry of Elisha took on many forms. But in his finest hour as a prophet of God, Elisha 

instigates a revolt by Jehu that leads to the complete annihilation of the house of Ahab and the death 

of the kings of both Judah and Israel. That is what the scriptures mean when they charge us to ‘run 

the race’ and ‘finish the course’! 

 

We do not again read of Elisha again until we find him on his deathbed in his own house (2 Kings 

13:14-19). Joash, the grandson of Jehu, comes to mourn over his approaching departure, and utters 

the same words as those of Elisha when Elijah was taken away: “My father, my father! The chariot of 

Israel, and the horsemen thereof.” 

 

The body of a prophet dies, but his spirit lives. One year after the death and burial of Elisha, a man is 

buried in the same grave; no sooner did it touch the hallowed remains of Elisha than the man 

“revived, and stood up on his feet” (2 Kings 13:20-21). This was the powerful double-portion of God’s 

spirit resting on Elisha that the prophets of Israel attested to many years prior!  

 

Contemplation: What impact will your faith legacy have on those you leave behind? Will memories of 

you drawn the next generation to accept and follow Jesus Christ as the Lord and Savior? What will 

you change right now to ensure that your faith legacy is one with which God will be pleased? 

________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Dealing with the Drought 

Elijah and Elisha dealt with a severe drought of water, and the lack of rain caused a great famine in 

the land. The famine caused many to doubt the power of the One True and Living God, and to turn to 

idol worship as a balm for their pain and suffering. The people did not want to admit that their very 

disobedience had brought the famine upon them.  

 

Today, in the 21st century, messengers of God are still dealing with a great drought…not of water, but 

of workers. There is a great drought of men and women who are willing to trust God at His Word and 

proclaim the gospel TO ALL NATIONS. The resulting famine is that mankind is suffering from 

starvation. Mankind is on a quest to find the perfect appeasement…money, materialism, possessions, 

toys, expensive vacations…anything that will bring temporary pleasure. But real joy is not ephemeral 

or short-lived; it is everlasting. That’s because real joy is found only in Jesus Christ.  



Question: Discuss the responsibilities of a foreign missionary. How can the church encourage more 

Christians to become missionaries in foreign lands? 

________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Conclusion 

 

We too have the responsibility of carrying the mantle of our Christian predecessors. The great call on 

every Christian’s life is to be a witness for the Lord. Our sanctuaries are training schools, where we 

pray for a double-portion of the Lord’s spirit to fall on us and prepare us for the work of spreading the 

Gospel message. We are now His messengers, and we have been given ALL POWER to teach ALL 

THINGS to ALL NATIONS…ALWAYS. Unlike Elijah and Elisha, we have the benefit of a written 

script…the Holy Scriptures…the Lord’s Divinely inspired Word.  

 

And when Elijah dropped the old mantle of his earthly tabernacle, Elisha was prepared to take up 

where he left off. As believers, we must be ready to train those who follow us to become heirs and 

joint heirs in this work of kingdom building. Who will take up the mantle when our journey on earth is 

through? 

 

Elijah cast his mantle to the ground, at the feet of Elisha. Elisha immediately picked it up. Who will 

follow you?  
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