
Lesson 6  The Prophet Elijah and Confrontation 

 

Biblical Text: 1 Kings 17:1; 18:17-38 

 

Introduction 

It is human nature to shy away from confrontation. No one wants to be the one to ‘start’ a conflict, 

whether it is with our neighbors, our government or even our own brothers and sisters in Christ. 

Christians know that there are many issues we should actively address, but we often look the other 

way for the sake of peace.  

But when the principles of God are at stake, no Christian should shy away from his duty to take a 

stand for the Lord, no matter how uncomfortable or even dangerous the conflict. We are God’s 

emissaries; if we fail to establish His principles within our communities, what will happen to our 

Christian way of life? 

 

In our study of Elijah, we will see that confrontation is a challenging, albeit unavoidable component of 

evangelism. 

 

The Role of the Prophet 

 

During the period of the divided kingdom of Israel and Judah, two groups of people are most 

significant. The first group is made up of rulers, whose deeds and misdeeds are chronicled in the 

scriptures. The second group is made up of prophets, whose voices were raised at critical times in 

each nation’s experience. Who were these prophets, and what was their mission? 

 

A prophet is a spokesman for God. Prophets served as “God’s mouth” during the time of the split 

kingdom. The prophetic ministry did not blot out the spokesman’s personality and peculiarities. Each 

spoke within his historical and cultural context, yet each was God’s spokesman and communicated 

God’s own message. Though the message was received in many ways, the true prophet recognized 

its source and confidently declared his announcement to be “the word of the Lord.” 

 

Question: While the Bible is the complete Word of God, God still gives us Pastors - a type of ‘prophet’ 

- to direct us in Ways of God. How are today’s ‘prophets’ hindered? 

________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________ 



A Prophet for Evil King Ahab 

 

The prophet Elijah’s arrival in our biblical history is abrupt and dramatic. He appears on the scene 

suddenly, during the reign of Ahab. Elijah is charged by God to talk to King Ahab, this wicked king. 

Ahab’s country, the northern kingdom of Israel, never had a godly leader. They had a total of nineteen 

kings during their history, but all of them were evil men. The first six kings that preceded Ahab reveal 

the great moral and spiritual decline that took place as soon as the northern kingdom came into 

existence. But like those before him, the spiritual decline worsened when Ahab became king.  

 

Ahab was so bad that Scripture said he was worse than all the kings before him, and that included his 

father who had been worse than any of the previous kings. For him to be worse than all of them, the 

extent of Ahab’s wickedness was extremely great. When the Lord was ready to send a messenger to 

confront King Ahab and his wickedness, He would summon a powerful and fearless prophet.  

 

Question: What strategies should we employ in our witnessing efforts, to confront those who are 

hostile to the Gospel of Jesus Christ? 

________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
The Confrontation 

Elijah answers the call of God to confront king Ahab with warning of God’s intervention. God will 

cause no rain, no dew, no moisture, nothing to water the fields that produce food for the nation of the 

northern kingdom of Israel.  

 

The name Elijah means ‘Jehovah is God’. It was a most significant and appropriate name for Elijah’s 

time and ministry. The great conflict of that day was whether Jehovah was God or Baal was God. 

Elijah’s name, as well as his ministry, emphatically said Jehovah was God! But most of the people in 

Israel worshipped Baal instead of Jehovah. This wicked Baal worship provoked God’s judgment in the 

form of a drought, which Elijah predicted before king Ahab. When God determined that it was time to 

confront the worshippers of Baal and put an end to their apostasy, He summoned Elijah to the task. 

 
Discussion: How do we avoid putting too much of ourselves, and not enough God, into the message 

of salvation? 

________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________ 



Elijah’s Backbone 

Confrontation requires certain qualities in a man. We can conclude from Elijah’s dramatic appearance 

before king Ahab and the worshippers of Baal that Elijah was bold and zealous in his desire to rid the 

Northern Kingdom of this idol worship. God always prepares the man for the calling.  

 

The people wanted to escape the spiritual and moral decline and its consequences, but they would 

not cease to commit the sinful act of idol worship. They cried for freedom while they pursued their 

sins, which took away their freedom. Someone had to confront the spiritual frailty of the nation of 

Israel. Until people condemn and forsake the evil around them, they will not begin to escape the 

consequences of evil.  

 

Question: Why should a pastor be equipped to handle confrontation? 

________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

The Showdown 

Elijah’s showdown with Ahab and the prophets of Baal brought the entire matter to a head. Jehovah 

proved Himself to be the One True and Living God. The result was that the people fell on their faces, 

crying, “The Lord, He is the God.”  

Thus was accomplished the great work of Elijah's ministry. The prophets of Baal were put to death by 

the order of Elijah. Not one of them escaped.  

 
Question: The penalty for rejecting God, and Christ, His Son, is still death… eternal death. Why are 

so many willing to face eternal death rather than accept Christ as their Savior? 

________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Conclusion 

We need not look far to see the parallel between Christians and the Israelites of the northern 

kingdom. Before we envision ourselves as a ‘delivered’ people, consider the fact that even some 

Christians willingly compromise God’s Law in matters of divorce, abortion, sexual habits, etc., 

accepting and adapting to man-made laws even though they conflict with God’s Divine plan for 

humanity. And we usually do it for the sake of convenience. Like the Israelites who bowed to the 

worship of Baal, they ‘fit in’ for the sake of convenience and expediency.  

Christians must demonstrate a greater strength of resistance to influence of the world. Like the 

Israelites who half-worshipped two masters, there will be no correct testimony on the part of 

Christianity today until we unanimously proclaim the complete rule of Christ in our innermost spirit.  
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