
Lesson 3  King Solomon and Inheritance 

 

 

Biblical Text: 1 Kings 1:32-39; 2:10-12 

 

Introduction 

 

The word ‘inheritance’ immediately registers dollar signs in our conscious mind. “How much did I get? 

How soon before I can collect?” An inheritance can be of great or of little value, depending on the size 

of the gift, but when it’s free, it’s always welcome. 

 

Nonetheless, being the recipient of an inheritance has its problems. The contesting of wills is a 

common practice today. Discontent family members who were overlooked, or who felt that they 

deserved more have challenged many estates of millionaires. It’s not uncommon for disputes to 

develop into feuds that ultimately tear families apart. 

 

The king in our lesson today was the recipient of a great inheritance – his father’s. Not only did he 

inherit the monetary assets of his father’s estate, he also inherited control of the nation of Israel. As 

his father David’s successor, his inheritance included the anointing from God. But as in many cases 

today, his right to inherit the throne was challenged by one of his siblings. Whenever money and 

power are at stake, carnal men will fight for the lion’s share.  

 

Questionable Character 

 

Men habitually dispute God's will. This was certainly the case concerning who was to be the 

successor of David as king of Israel. God had made it plain that Solomon was to be the successor to 

David, but that did not stop some men from disputing this fact and trying to change the choice of a 

successor.  

 

This problem concerning who was to be David's successor was the last major problem to confront 

David before his death, and the problem was not unrelated to his chastisement for his sin with 

Bathsheba and Uriah. God had told David, through the prophet Nathan, that because of David's 

adulterous and murderous sins, "I will raise up evil against thee out of thine own house" (2 Samuel 

12:11).  

With David being old and sick, the need for authorizing a successor was very urgent. When he was 



near death, evil raised itself up within David’s house. His son Adonijah tried to gain the throne, which 

was not his to have. He tried to advance himself as the next king. His attempt to place himself on the 

throne of Israel was in direct contradiction with the will of God.  

 

Adonijah was an evil opportunist. He used the infirmities of others to advance his own cause. We see 

his low character as he tries to take wicked advantage of his own father's infirmity. This practice is not 

unique to Adonijah. Multitudes have stooped to this type of sin. Many people make their fortunes by 

exploiting the disadvantaged. When sin grips the heart, man will trample over anyone in order to get 

gain. 

 

This defiance of Adonijah to God's will forced David to take strong and immediate steps against 

Adonijah's action by publicly authorizing his son Solomon, son of Bathsheba, as the next king of 

Israel. David experienced the bitter fruits of his great sin with Bathsheba and Uriah right up to the last 

days of his reign as king. Sin has its moments of pleasure, but they are very short in comparison to 

the long and often eternal punishment that follows. 

 

 

Question: How do the sins of our past impact our current life situations? 

________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

What’s Wrong With Adonijah? 

 

In the case of most inheritances, the owner of the assets gets to pick the successor to his estate. But 

in the case of David, God himself ordained that Solomon should be the successor. Why not 

Adonijah? Let’s take a look at Adonijah’s character for some insight.  

 

"Adonijah slew sheep and oxen and fat cattle by the stone of Zoheleth, which is by Enrogel" (1 Kings 

1:9). Adonijah, like his brother Absalom before him, used the guise of religion to promote his 

exaltation as king. He would carefully stage his temple offerings to be ‘seen of men’. Showing piety in 

one's political ambitions may give the appearance of nobility and character, but ultimately it deceives 

no one – least of all God! Pretentious piety is a great insult that dishonors God. 

Enrogel was the place where Adonijah did his sacrificing and feasting to celebrate his self-



appointment to the throne. It was a well or spring located in the valley of Kidron on the southeast side 

of Jerusalem. Enrogel only "a few hundred feet" from Gihon – where Solomon’s coronation took 

place. They may have been geographically close, but they were in fact, worlds apart. 

 

Adonijah’s character is seen in the company he kept. The scripture says Adonijah “called all his 

brethren the king's sons, and all the men of Judah the king's servants. But Nathan the prophet, and 

Benaiah, and the mighty men, and Solomon his brother, he called not" (1 Kings 1:9,10). Adonijah’s 

crowd could be divided into three groups: the unwholesome, the unwary, and the unwanted. 

 

Adonijah couldn’t claim that he didn’t know Solomon was to be the one in line to inherit the throne. He 

had already admitted to Bathsheba that he knew Solomon was ordained by God to be king, when he 

later sought her help to intercede with Solomon for Abishag as Adonijah's wife. He said then, "It [the 

throne] was his [Solomon] from the Lord" (1 Kings 2:15). Adonijah had absolutely no excuse for his 

rebellion against God’s choice for king of Israel…other than jealousy and greed. 

 

Question: Compare the world’s traits for leadership with God’s traits for leadership. How are they 

similar? How do they contrast? 

________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

The Successor and His Crowning 

 

Nathan was able to arouse David from his stupor of inactivity and indifference to take immediate 

action to authorize the next king, despite his failing health. The choice for David's successor was 

Solomon. David revealed this choice in two different ways. He revealed it first by confirming a 

promise to Bathsheba and second by commanding his officials to crown Solomon king. 

 

There was prophecy in the confirmation of Solomon as king. Though our text does not specifically 

mention the Divine prophecy, which stated that Solomon was to be the next king, this prophecy was 

the basis for David promising Bathsheba that Solomon would reign after David. David did not promise 

that Solomon would be king just to make Bathsheba happy. David made the promise to Bathsheba 

because of what God's Word said (1 Chronicles 22:8). David's choice of a successor was not his own 

choice—it was God's choice. No dispute over an inheritance would change God’s choice for a king.  

The crowning of Solomon as David's successor took place immediately after David had given orders 



to Zadok, Nathan, and Benaiah to have it done. The shouts of "Amen" voice the approval of David's 

choice of Solomon to be king. And the "Amen" is an enthusiastic approval, too. It is not just an 

acquiescing to David's choice but an ardent support for David's choice.Solomon was the to be the 

next king. No man…not even a jealous brother…could altar the will of God. “God save King 

Solomon!” 

 

Question: Part of the reason God rejected Adonijah as a successor to David was his choice of 

friends. How do our relationships both in and out of the church affect our relationship with God? 

________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Conclusion 

 

We are heirs of an inheritance that is far greater than even Solomon’s throne. It comes to us free, 

without any encumbrances. It is our inheritance as sons of the Living God, through the shed blood of 

Jesus Christ. There is no need for us to fight for our fair share, because each of us is given an equal 

portion of God’s grace and mercy. Oh, that men would press to inherit this gift that is more precious 

than money or power! 

 

Solomon, with all of his wealth and power, learned that the most precious gift was his relationship 

with his Heavenly Father. In summarization of his material wealth and possessions, we hear him say, 

“Vanity of vanities…all is vanity!” (Eccl. 12:8) “Let us hear the conclusion of the whole matter: Fear 

God, and keep his commandments: for this is the whole duty of man.” (12:13) 
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