
Lesson 13 The Prophet Micah and Empty Worship 

 
Biblical Text: Micah 1:1; 3:8-12 

 

Introduction 

 

Man has always been tempted to rely on his own accepted belief, one that often excludes God. The 

Pharisees operated on this same principle. Jesus was criticized—not for His miracles of compassion 

and healing, or His capacity to touch unresponsive people and bring them into a relationship with 

God—but because He did not wash His hands the way the Pharisees thought was “right,” or because 

His disciples disregarded a tradition of men (not a word from God) and plucked ears of grain to eat as 

they walked through a field on the Sabbath. To the Pharisees, being “right” was an excuse to justify 

any and all comment, however unloving it might be. 

 

This was the prevailing spirit among the Jews of Judah, to whom Micah was sent to prophecy. Their 

faith had been reduced to a series of laws and traditions that had long since lost meaning and 

purpose. It was not wayward Israel whom Micah openly chastised, but the chosen tribe of Judah! 

 

The Setting 

 

The Prophet Micah ministered to the Southern Kingdom, Judah. He lived in the time of Isaiah, during 

the reigns of Jotham, Ahaz, and Hezekiah (742-687 B.C.). This was a period of prosperity, and the 

prophet Micah denounced the wealthy, which were oppressing the poor. He warned of God’s 

impending judgment. His careful dating of his ministry lets us know this historical background of his 

words. Micah was respected in his own time, and King Hezekiah responded to his preaching (see 

Jeremiah 26:17-19). 

 

Though he lived in a time of religious revival, Micah’s visions reveal that a time of dark judgment lay 

ahead for God’s people before the dawn of a heavenly kingdom could come. The major thrust of 

Micah’s message was against social sins that existed in both Israel (Samaria, Israel’s capital) and 

Judah. The northern kingdom actually fell during Micah’s ministry, in 722, and Judah almost fell in 

701 (2 Kings 18–20).  

 



Question: How does adversity or hardship affect our worship? 

________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Isaiah and Micah 

 

When you study the book of Micah, you will notice that there are many parallels in the messages of 

Isaiah and Micah. Micah’s prophetic message can be divided into three sections, which alternate 

between words of warning and messages of hope. It was Micah who told of a day when there would 

be peace among all nations, who would then be able to “beat their swords into plowshares” (4:3), and 

of a royal deliverer who would save Israel from all her enemies. This Deliverer would be born in 

Bethlehem (5:2). 

 

Question: Why do people so desperate for deliverance reject the very answer to their prayers? 

________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

The days of Micah were tense days for Judah. Even though led by godly King Hezekiah, who worked 

wholeheartedly to bring revival, the Assyrian menace constantly loomed over little Judah. As was 

characteristic, Hezekiah’s rule brought a form of revival, but it was superficial. It did not touch the 

hearts of the people. Yet the combined ministry of these three godly men—Micah, Isaiah, and 

Hezekiah—was used by God to pull His people away from the edge of judgment. The Assyrians did 

indeed invade Judah. But the city itself was delivered. Despite the continuing threat, God protected 

the remnant of His people. The budding sin we see portrayed in the books of Isaiah and Micah had 

not yet matured. God would hold off judgment, and His people would be given yet another chance. 

 

Micah foretold God’s judgment on Israel and Judah, but he also wrote that the nation would ultimately 

be restored to prominence and prosperity. The prophet was sure because of the promises God had 

given others before him. Abraham (Gen. 12:2; 15:18-21; 17:1-8, 16, 19-20), Moses (Deut. 30:1-10) 

and David (2 Sam. 7:11b-16). The Major and Minor Prophets also wrote messages of consolation that 

God would ultimately bless the nation because of His promises. Isaiah, Micah’s contemporary, also 

prophesied that God would restore the nation (see, e.g., Isa. 65-66). 

 

 



Question: What role does HOPE play in our worship experience? 

________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Micah Declares His Prophetic Purpose 

 

There are several major points made in Micah 1:1. Micah said the message of his book was “the word 

of the LORD”. This phrase, which was common to many of the prophets, is important in light of this 

revelation or “word” from the Lord to His people. God wanted Israel to react rationally to His word and 

to make proper decisions based on it. Her religious system contrasted directly with the contemporary 

pagan fertility religions in which sensory experience was the highest form of religious expression. 

 

 

Micah also proclaims in verse one that this was the vision he saw concerning Samaria, capital of the 

Northern Kingdom (Israel), and Jerusalem, capital of the Southern Kingdom (Judah). The Hebrew 

word for “vision” suggests that God gave these passages to Micah who “saw” them mentally and 

spiritually. These cities obviously represented all 12 tribes of the nation. Though the prophet 

denounced evil in both kingdoms, the Northern Kingdom had long before strayed from the covenant 

given through Moses. It was the people of the Southern Kingdom of Judah to whom Micah carried his 

most pressing prophecy, for they were acting like their brothers and sisters to the north, failing to live 

according to the covenant. 

 

In the third chapter, Micah graphically reviews the sins that marred the lifestyle of God’s people. 

Through his carefully chosen words, he pictured their injustice as a brutal cannibalism (Micah 3:2-3) 

in which the very life of the poor was torn from them. He spoke against the greedy nobles who 

defrauded the poor of their land, and who were quick to evict widows. He painted the prophets as 

gross gluttons, always willing to cry, “Peace,” and promise good news as long as the people satisfied 

their needs, but who were enemies of anyone “who puts nothing in their mouths” (Micah 3:5, NASB). 

Greed, not God, was the source of their messages. The leaders took bribes, the city was filled with 

violence, and yet because of the presence of the temple where their meaningless rituals were 

faithfully repeated, they “lean upon the Lord” (Micah 3:11). The temple, polluted by their blatant sins, 

would one day lie in ruin—and their empty hopes would lie in ruin along with it. Micah wanted the 

nation to know that God’s holiness remains unchanged, and sin WILL be judged. Thus he issued his 

passionate call for a return to justice. 



Our scripture in Micah 3:8 reveals the true character of the prophet. “But—I am full of power…” Here 

Micah is completely filled with God’s presence; all his soul is occupied with heavenly energy; by the 

Spirit of the Lord, the fountain of all truth and might; and of judgment, which enables him to readily 

recognize the difference between the precious and the vile; and of the prevailing power against which 

all the nation’s sin shall not be able to prevail. They shall all fall together and be confounded.  

 

Question: Does the lifestyle of a pastor impact his congregation’s worship practice?  

________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

False Righteousness 

 

Even under the preaching of Micah and Isaiah, the majority of Judah’s population still did not grasp 

the reality of their situation. Hezekiah had initiated great religious reforms during his reign, and most 

people assumed that this religious ritual reformation was what had protected them from their 

enemies. This was one of Judah’s illusions that the people of the Northern Kingdom (Israel) never 

had. 

 

The Northern Kingdom had been founded with a false religious system. It had counterfeit worship. 

The whole ritual of the nation’s official faith was out of order. Yet even this unorthodox approach to 

the worship of Yahweh was not the dominant faith in the days when Assyria invaded. It was the 

worship of Baal and Asherah that gave the abundant evidence of Israel’s religious apostasy. 

 

The social evils, the materialism, and the false religion of the Northern Kingdom were merely 

demonstrations of their departure from God. But with Judah, and the reforms instituted by Hezekiah, 

their religious observances could not be faulted. Judah’s official faith—or ‘state’ religion—was original 

and orthodox. The House of God had been cleansed, and the priests were sanctified for ministry. 

Jerusalem altars erected to heathen deities were destroyed and the proper feasts and sacrifices were 

observed. The methods of praise instituted by David were restored, and the psalms were once again 

sung. Throughout the lands of Judah and Ephraim and Manasseh, the pillars and altars to Baal were 

crushed, torn down and burned. The traditional faith of the Old Testament was meticulously 

observed, and Judah took great comfort in the notion that her faith was “right” in the eyes of God. 

 

 



But Micah was not impressed with their demonstration of faith. God gave Micah the vision to see 

beneath their external rituals. Micah spoke out against their apostasy in words that appeared to echo 

the prophet Amos’ message to the people of the North. He urged Judah to return to God and 

demonstrate a change of heart—a change of heart that would require a new lifestyle of love and 

justice, of compassion and caring for their fellowmen as they walked close to God. 

 

Question: How can traditions in our worship service affect the sincerity of our worship? 

________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

Conclusion 

 

Judah was placing its confidence in the ritual of religion, in much the same manner as many 

professed Christians do today. We stand firmly on our doctrinal practices as if those religious ‘habits’ 

will save us. But God demands far more than our obedience to a set of rules for worship and 

membership. Like Judah, many Christians must come to understand that service and commitment to 

the Lord includes far more than our habitual attendance, and our token offerings. The real evidence of 

true faith in God, in the words of Micah, is “to act justly and to love mercy and to walk humbly with 

your God. (Micah 6:8) 

 

Tradition is never enough. Being ‘right’ with God can only be expressed through ‘right’ living. We may 

be “right” in our doctrine and in our religious practices, but our customs can be an empty shell unless 

God’s truth has warmed our hearts and moved us into ‘right’ relationships with individuals and with 

society. We must worship and praise the Lord, but we must also “do justice, love kindness, and walk 

humbly with our God.” We these actions alone do we demonstrate our living praise. 
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