
Lesson 11 The Prophet Hosea and Reconciliation 

 

Biblical Text: Hosea: Chapters 1- 2 

 

Introduction 

 

Have you ever thought about what it was like to be a prophet? The message of the prophet, though 

positive and promising, was laden with woes to those who would choose to ignore God’s warnings. 

Picture yourself standing in the middle of OUR ‘marketplace’, the Mall, proclaiming God’s warning of 

judgment for those who do not repent. Most of our Christian evangelistic organizations have 

determined that street-corner evangelism is the most challenging and often least effective approach 

to witnessing. They prefer the more quiet and serene setting of one-to-one evangelism. Whatever 

way we choose to get the Gospel message across to the unsaved, it is certain that as a result of our 

efforts, many will label us eccentric, religious freaks, or even crazy.  

 

But the ministry of the prophet was far more challenging than mere witnessing. We have the 2000-

year-old written Word of God to support our claim of Christ’s Messianic purpose. The prophet had 

only his own bold proclamation that God had spoken to him. And in the case of our prophet in today’s 

lesson, the life he lived and the message he carried were painful, not just to the Israelites of the 

Northern Kingdom, but to the prophet as well. 

 

During the time of Hosea the prophet, the Israelites continued their estrangement from their Heavenly 

Father. They had lost their identity as God’s children. God, in His infinite desire to reconcile the 

children of Israel to Himself, sent Hosea with a powerful message and an invitation.  

 

The Setting 

 

In Hebrew the name Hosea means “salvation”. Nothing is known of Hosea’s family background 

except that he was the son of Beeri. Hosea’s ministry extended for a number of decades in the 

second half of the eighth century B.C. Four kings of Judah (Uzziah, Jotham, Ahaz, and Hezekiah) 

reigned during the time of Hosea’s prophetic ministry. Only one king of the north (Jeroboam II) is 

mentioned in the book, though Hosea’s message was directed primarily to the Northern Kingdom. Six 

kings of Israel followed Jeroboam II during the reigns of the four Judean kings mentioned. Perhaps 

Hosea omitted those six to point out the legitimacy of the Davidic dynasty in Judah. 



Question: How important is timing when sharing the Gospel with a non-believer? 

________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________ 

Death-Bed Prophet 

Hosea’s ministry followed a golden age in the northern kingdom that experienced a peace and 

prosperity they had not seen since the days of King Solomon. Unfortunately, their prosperity led to 

their own moral decay, and Israel again forsook God to worship idols, as they had so many times 

before.  

 

When God has a message for His people, He chooses the most profound way possible to convey His 

truth. In the case of the prophet Hosea, God told the prophet to marry a prostitute whose 

unfaithfulness to her husband would serve as an example of Israel’s unfaithfulness to God.  

 

Hosea loved his wife deeply. In fact, he loved her so much that no matter how many times she 

committed the sin of adultery, he refused to stop loving her. Hosea’s love for his wife paralleled the 

love God had for the Israelites who had committed whoredom through the worship of idols. Hosea’s 

message to the Israelites was that God continued to love them in spite of their betrayal, and He 

desired that they should be reconciled to him.  

 

Hosea’s message explained God’s complaint against Israel and warned of the punishment that would 

come unless the people returned to the Lord and remained faithful to him. The book of Hosea shows 

the depth of God’s love for his people, a love that tolerates no rivals. 

 

Question: How would you use the infidelity of Gomer, to explain the necessity of forgiveness in 

marriages today? 

________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________ 

A Broken Marriage 

Under the guise of a wife named Gomer, who forsook her marriage vows and bore children that 

would follow her example, the relationship Hosea had with his wife represents the shameful idolatry of 

the ten tribes that provoked God to cast them off. Even the names of the children are all symbolic of 

the broken marriage between God and His people. Hosea’s wife was chosen from among the 

Israelites who were noted for their spiritual fornication or practice of idolatry. As Hosea was the 

husband of this Israelite prostitute, so God calls Himself the husband of Israel. Through Hosea, God 



was sending the clear message that His chosen nation owed him the fidelity ‘of a wife’. 

Hosea’s message from the Lord was a strong comment on the Israelites practice of idolatry and 

fornication. Israel forsook God in favor of the habits of a prosperous, worldly nation. God’s response 

to their disobedience was. “For I will no more have mercy…”.  The prophets that preceded Hosea had 

brought warnings of a similar nature, but Hosea’s had an air of finality in it. This time God warned that 

there would be a total destruction of their kingdom if they did not repent.  

 

Question: Prosperity was part of Israel’s downfall. Today, there is a movement among preaching 

ministries that is referred to as ‘the prosperity gospel’. Discuss how we balance prosperity from God, 

without losing our love and devotion to God. 

________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

The Covenant with David  

In spite of their rebellion, God would maintain the covenant He made with David and the house of 

Judah. “But I will have mercy upon the house of Judah”. God would spare them as a kingdom, after 

Israel was carried away into captivity by the Assyrians. God had promised that the children of Israel 

should be as the sand of the sea. And though, for their sins, God had thinned and scattered them, yet 

the spirit and intention of His promise and covenant would be fulfilled.  

 

After their return from Babylon, the distinction between Israel (the northern kingdom) and Judah was 

entirely destroyed; and those of them that did return were all included under one denomination, Jews. 

This melding of the Israelites parallels the joining of the Jew and Gentile under the Head of Jesus 

Christ, under whom we were all finally gathered together. God desires one flock, and one Shepherd 

over that flock.  

 

The Promise  

Hosea’s message promises the people of God, the true Israel, security from every evil, with the 

possession of every blessing, under a new covenant that God would make with His people. Heaven 

and earth, and all nature, would unite in sweet harmony to transmit it to the ear of the Almighty. “I will 

hear, saith the LORD, I will hear the heavens, and they shall hear the earth; and the earth shall hear 

the corn, and the wine, and the oil; and they shall hear Jezreel. And I will sow her unto me in the 

earth; and I will have mercy upon her that had not obtained mercy; and I will say to them which were 



not my people, Thou art my people; and they shall say, Thou art my God.  

Question: Hosea’s message was an urgent one for the nation of Israel. What urgency do we see in 
the Gospel message for our world today? 

________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Conclusion 

 

Hosea brings a message of yet another captivity; the old wilderness story will be repeated once 

again. In that wilderness, God speaks again to the heart of Israel, promising that its barrenness shall 

be changed into fruitfulness, and its sorrows shall become sources of refreshment.  

 

Man was created to fellowship with God. Separation from God should and must be a painful 

experience. God desires that every soul be spiritually reconciled to Him. Any trial that brings us back 

from destruction and knits us closer to God gives us new hope. All separation and sorrow must be 

transformed into an occasion for learning. Though we turn away from God, He will never turn away 

from us.  
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