
Lesson 10 The Prophet Ezekiel and the Guarantee 

 

Biblical Text: Ezekiel 1:1-3; 2:1-6 

 

Introduction  

 

The word ‘guarantee’ wields power. In the retail world, a guarantee can make all the difference in a 

sale. The guarantee reinforces the manufacturers pledge to provide a quality product. It takes away 

the risk involved in your investment, at least for a time. Unfortunately, man’s guarantees are flawed. 

They have stipulations and clauses that can render us helpless, right at the time when we need our 

guarantee the most. And worse, man’s guarantees expire.  

 

A guarantee is a promise. When we analyze God’s guarantee within the framework of His plan for our 

salvation, we come face to face with the permanent assurance that He will “neither leave us nor 

forsake us”.  There is no expiration date on His promise. It’s a ‘guarantee’ unlike any other…and it will 

last for eternity. 

 

God gave Ezekiel a sneak preview of His permanent guarantee by filling Ezekiel with the same Spirit 

that would later come at Pentecost. It was all the guarantee Ezekiel needed to be obedient to the 

charge to carry a difficult message to a rebellious nation. 

 

The Setting  

 

The years between July 593 B.C. and April 571 B.C. were tragic years for the Jewish people known 

as Israel. Twenty-three years before Nebuchadnezzar became ruler of Babylon, Jeremiah had 

warned Judah that the Babylonians would crush their country. And it happened! Yet God’s captive 

people rejected Ezekiel’s message. Ezekiel had been taken captive with others during the first 

Babylonian invasion. While Jeremiah continued in Palestine to prophesy Judah’s doom, Ezekiel 

preached the same message to those Jews already in exile. 

 

Question: Why are people still rejecting God’s message today? 

________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________ 



The Call 

 

The book of Ezekiel begins with the prophet’s call. Our text contains the extraordinary vision of God’s 

Divine glory on this favored prophet, and his commission and instructions for the discharge of his 

office.  

 

Ezekiel’s record begins with a reference to the thirtieth year and the fourth month. We do not know 

what the thirtieth year refers to (there are many interpretations, too numerous to cover here). Some 

think it was the age of the prophet; but the fourth month is similar to our July. It was at that time, 

during their captivity by Nebuchadnezzar, that Ezekiel “saw visions of God”.   

 

Ezekiel recognized and acknowledged that the Lord had taken up residence in his spirit and filled him 

with prophecy. Ezekiel, who at first was overwhelmed with the glorious vision from God, is now 

strengthened, comforted, and commissioned to declare to the rebellious house of Israel the terrible 

judgments that would soon come upon the whole land, if they refused to repent.  

 

Ezekiel would have been filled with fear and hesitation, had God not graciously assured him of His 

constant and abiding care throughout the difficult years that lay ahead. God commands Ezekiel to be 

fearless, resolute, and faithful in his duty as a prophet of unpleasant news. God knew that the 

ramifications of such news would bring great persecution upon Ezekiel; thus His Divine protection 

would be essential for the fearless prophet.  

 

Question: God promises Christians the same protection afforded Ezekiel. Explain why Christians are 

still hesitant to share the Gospel of Jesus Christ. 

________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

The Indwelling Spirit 

Ezekiel was so full of awe at God’s commission, that the scripture says, “he fell upon his face;” a 

posture of complete adoration. God placed an indwelling spirit in Ezekiel. All men called by God to 

convert sinners must suffer the influence of the Holy Ghost; otherwise we can neither be saved 

ourselves, nor become the instrument of salvation to others.  



But Ezekiel did not remain in a prone position. When the shock of his calling had passed, he stood to 

receive his orders from the Lord. It was then that Ezekiel heard the Lord address him, “Son of 

Man…”. These words are used often in the book of Ezekiel, perhaps to remind the prophet of his 

frailty, and that he should not be exalted in his own mind by the extraordinary revelations granted to 

him.  

 

Question: How does a ‘puffed up’ attitude hinder the work of kingdom building? 

________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

The Precise Commission 

 

God continued, “I send thee to the children of Israel…”  Ezekiel was being charged to carry his 

message to the Jews in captivity, particularly in Chaldea; and to all Jews in general, both far and 

near. But the message must not be construed as words from the mouth of Ezekiel. God made it clear 

that the message was from Deity. “Thou shalt say unto them, ‘Thus saith the Lord’…” Ezekiel was to 

let Israel know that it was God who was declaring his prophetic message, that the Jews might receive 

it reverently.  

 

God always warned the Israelites before He imposed judgment. Ezekiel would be a channel for God’s 

Sovereign proclamations. Ezekiel learned his lesson well. Nowhere do the scriptures even hint that 

he cowered in fear or hesitated to proclaim God’s clear and concise message.  

 

Fear plays a big role in our inability to share the gospel message. As with Jeremiah, Ezekiel was 

comforted by the assurance of God’s protection and mercy. “Be not afraid of them” were the words of 

comfort God gave to Ezekiel.  Even if the Israelites rebelled and turned away from Ezekiel’s warning, 

God would faithfully shelter him from harm. Ezekiel’s task was to declare God’s Word. Whether they 

responded was the Israelites own responsibility. In the end, one thing was sure; they would know that 

a prophet had been in their midst.  

 

Discussion: Ask your students to share their fears as believers.  

________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________ 



Conclusion 

 
Just like Ezekiel, we are commissioned to preach the gospel to a rebellious world. It is not for us to 

determine who or how the word is received. We are simply called to ‘go’ and to ‘do’. For those who 

hesitate, remember that we have the glorious ‘guarantee’ or assurance from the Lord that Jesus will 

be our strength and shield. In the word of a familiar hymn - “Blessed Assurance, Jesus is mine; Oh, 

what a foretaste of glory divine! 
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